
Questions Asked  
Personalized Special Background Design Plates 

1. When can I personalize a special background plate? 
 

Starting October 1, you can personalize special background plates. 
 
2. What special background plates can be personalized? 
 

The following special background plates can be personalized: 
 

Air Force 
Army 
Coast Guard 
CWU Wildcat 
Endangered Wildlife 
EWU Eagle 
Gonzaga University Bulldog 
Help Kids Speak 
Keep Kids Safe 
Law Enforcement Memorial 
Marine Corps 
National Guard 
Navy 
Professional Fire Fighter 
Purple Heart 
Share the Road 

Ski & Ride WA 
Square Dancer 
Stadium 
TESC Tree 
UW – “W” 
WA Lighthouse 
WA National Park Fund 
WA State Parks & 
Recreation 
WA Wildlife – Bear 
WA Wildlife – Deer 
WA Wildlife – Elk 
We Love Our Pets 
Wild on WA – Eagle 
WSU – Cougar 
WWU – Viking Ship 

 
 
3. Are there any restrictions when personalizing a special background plate? 
 

Yes.  You may get personalized license plates with 1–7 characters (letters, numbers, 
hyphens, or spaces). Motorcycle and small trailer plates may have up to 6 characters.  
License plates cannot contain unusual characters (#, %, &, @, +, !,etc.).  Plates suggesting 
vulgar, racial, ethnic, or indecent messages will not be issued. 

 
To see if the plate configuration you want is available, look up personalized plates.  
(https://fortress.wa.gov/dol/dolprod/vsdpersonalplateonline/) 

 
4. How much does it cost to personalize a special background plate?   
 

If you already have a personalized plate, you are required to pay $47.75 plus a service fee 
may apply. A personalized Keep Kids Safe background design will cost $52.75 plus a 
service fee may apply. 

 
 
If you do not have a personalized or special background plate yet, you will pay $87.75.  
Keep Kids Safe plate purchasers pay an additional $5.00 for a total of $92.75. 

https://fortress.wa.gov/dol/dolprod/vsdpersonalplateonline/
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5. How much will I pay each year to keep my personalized special plate when I renew my 

tabs? 
 

In addition to your registration tab fees, each year you must pay the personalized plate and 
special plate renewal fees.   
 
Example:  If you have the personalized plate ‘LUVELK’ on the Elk background, you will pay: 

• Annual registration tab fees.  
• $30 personalized plate renewal fee.  
• $30 special plate background renewal fee.  

 
6. If I already have a personalized plate, can I put that message on a special background 

plate?  
 

Yes.  If you already have a personalized plate you can pay the appropriate fees and add 
your message to a special background plate design.  

 
7. If I already have a special plate, what additional fees do I have to pay to get it 

personalized? 
 

You will have to pay the fee for a personalized plate and the fee for the special background. 
There is no refund or credit if you’ve already purchased a special plate with a system 
assigned number. 

 
8. Where can I purchase a personalized special plate? 
 

If you already have standard personalized plates: 
Visit your local vehicle licensing office to add a special background design. 
 
If you do not have a personalized plate or already have special background plate: 

a. Check to make sure the personalized plate you want is available and that the 
combination of characters is acceptable.  

b. Complete a Personalized License Plate Application Form.  

c. Submit your application and licensing fees. You may:  

• Take your application and a check or money order to: 
King County Licensing Section 
500 4th Ave, #401 
Seattle, WA  98104 
OR  

• Mail your application with a check or money order to: 
Department of Licensing 
Vehicle Licensing 
PO Box 9043 
Olympia, WA 98507-9909 

https://fortress.wa.gov/dol/dolprod/vehoffices/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dol/dolprod/vsdpersonalplateonline/
https://fortress.wa.gov/dol/dolprod/vsdpersonalplateonline/Details.asp
http://www.stage.dol.wa.gov/forms/420077.pdf
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